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GREETINGS FROM DR. SARGENT…SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
 

Happy New Year!  I hope your family enjoyed a relaxing holiday break.  We are excited to welcome students and teachers back to school for 
more fantastic learning.  There is much on our horizon! 

The Parsippany-Troy Hills Board of Education reviewed 2016-17 student assessment results during their November public meeting.  Direc-
tor of Planning, Research, and Evaluation Dr. Nancy Gigante provided data from the spring administration of the PARCC assessments, SAT 
results, and Advanced Placement data.  While each assessment measures different components of our students’ academic growth, the over-
all news is that Parsippany-Troy Hills students are achieving at high levels and surpassing state norms. 

The PARCC test results for Literacy show improved scores over 2016 results in nearly all grade levels by as much as 12 percentage points.  
Students in grade 4, 5, 7, and 8 did exceptionally well, with more than 76% achieving a Level 4 or 5 (Meeting Expectations and Exceeding 
Expectations) on the Literacy Assessment.   

In Mathematics, the results show improved scores over 2016 results in most grade levels, with very high achievement in 4th grade and posi-
tive growth trends across the grades.  In Algebra I, 97% of middle school 8th graders who take this test scored a Level 4 or 5.These are out-
standing results for our students and for the dedicated teachers who work with them every day.   

Our other assessment results show equally strong performance among our Parsippany-Troy Hills high school students.  Nearly 96% of stu-
dents who take Advanced Placement assessments score at Level 3, 4, or 5, which is the level at which many universities will grant college 
credit.  SAT performance is also strong; our students outperform those high school students in comparative districts and score well above 
the state mean. 

The Parsippany-Troy Hills community can be proud of the high achievement levels demonstrated by our students.  Through a combination 
of smart, dedicated teachers and ambitious, hard-working students, there isn’t anything we cannot achieve.  A full presentation of the dis-
trict’s assessment results for 2016-17 is available on the district website.   

Committees of teachers, administrators, and board members have been working to develop specific objectives and timelines within each of 
the three Strategic Planning initiatives and these plans will be presented to the Board of Education at an upcoming Board meeting.  We en-
courage you to follow our progress through these newsletters and through postings on the district website.  

Here's to a successful (and mild) winter season! 
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Education Today, Success Tomorrow 

REMINDER:  New Jersey law prohibits cars idling for more than 3 minutes... 

please turn your car off while waiting to drop off/pick up your children.  Thank you! 

Congratulations to the following Littleton Students!! 
During the month of December Littleton families created gingerbread houses for display! 
The PTA provided hot chocolate for all. Houses were separated into the following catego-
ries and the winners are listed below: 
~ Family: Nola and Finn Andersen 
~ Kids: Kindergarten and 1st graders-Paddy Beadle, Ian Beltran, Eli Sundt, Dominic Wallace 
~ Kids: 2nd and 3rd graders-Afrah Anis 
~ Kids: 4th and 5th graders-Sydney Atwell 
~ People’s Choice-Aryan Masaldan and Binish Narang 

http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us
http://www.facebook.com/pthsd
https://twitter.com/PTHBOEJoni


 

During the past few months, Troy Hills’ teachers have been reaching out to the community, to bring in programs and resources to enhance learning experiences 

for our students.  Our students are enjoying and benefitting from these opportunities for authentic, “real-world” experiences.  

Our fourth grade students enjoyed a recent visit from Ms. Shari Jarvis of the AAA Map Reading program. Students practiced their map reading skills, while ap-

plying their reading and math skills and concepts, as well.  Each child received a variety of items from AAA, including maps, rulers and string bags.  The students 

had opportunities to ask related questions, and to gain a better understanding of the importance of map-reading skills.  Thank you to Fourth Grade teachers, Mrs. 

Lieberwirth and Mr. Bourlier for welcoming this program into their classrooms.  

On November 2nd, students had a wonderful opportunity to practice their golf skills, with assistance and guidance from Mr. Tom Lillis, Program Coordinator of 

The First Tee, Raritan Valley program.  The First Tee is a national program, which promotes healthy core values, such as sportsmanship, respect, kindness and 

safety, while also helping children to develop their motor skills.  Mr. Soden, Physical Education teacher, coordinated this special visit to our Physical Education 

classes.  Mr. Lillis was joined by representatives from the NJ Devils organization.  Several years ago, Troy Hills School received golf equipment, through the 

First Tee program.  During the recent visit, the children enjoyed showing off their golf skills, and learning new ones! 

Our fourth graders have been practicing their writing skills, always trying to add more detail to their writing pieces.  On 

December 1st, the students were so excited to enjoy a visit from local author, Niki Danforth.  Ms. Danforth has written 

both adult novels, as well as books for children.   Each of our fourth grade classes participated in an interactive writing 

experience, leading them through the process that a writer first goes through in order to find ideas and put them together to 

create a story.  After looking at illustrations from her books, the students made great predictions about Ms. Danforth’s 

stories.  She explained the process of working with an illustrator, as well as the many steps and time that it takes to have a 

book published.  The children were interested in Ms. Danforth’s most recent project involving creating children’s books in 

the format of a coloring book and the students asked great questions about the writing and publishing process!  We thank 

this local author for volunteering her time to visit our school. And thank you to fourth grade teacher, Mrs. Lieberwirth, for 

arranging this special visit! 

During the month of January, all of Troy Hills’ students will participate in an informative assembly program, presented by 

a representative of the American Heart Association.  The students will learn about important heart-healthy habits.  In the 

weeks following this presentation, students will participate in the “Jump for Heart” program.  Besides engaging in lots of 

fun and healthy exercise, through jump-roping activities, our students and their families will have the option to also raise 

funds for the American Heart Association.    Thank you to Mr. Soden for coordinating this special program. 

Our Troy Hills staff members continue to seek out and plan for meaningful and engaging visits from members of our com-

munity.  We look forward to these opportunities to enhance the learning experience for our students.  

LAKE PARSIPPANY THIRD GRADE 

TROY HILLS SCHOOL AND COMMUNITY RESOURCES 

October and November were very busy 
and fun-filled months for the third grade 
classes! We had two wonderful visits, 
where the students were able to interact 
with very important people and participate 
in many activities! 
 
On October 23rd, all three third grade 
classes participated in an excellent pro-
gram that was facilitated by Cheshire 
Home located in Florham Park, NJ. The 
students traveled to different stations in 
the all-purpose room and engaged in an 
activity that simulated what it might feel 
like to be a person with a disability. The 
students were able to ask questions and 
interact with residents from Cheshire 
Home. It was a beautiful and meaningful 
day! Thank you to all the parents that at-
tended and helped! 
 
The third grade classes also had another 

visitor on Monday, November 13th! Mayor 
James R. Barberio visited the third grade 
at Lake Parsippany. This was a culmina-
tion of our Social Studies unit where the 
students are learning about local, state, 
and national government in the United 
States. The students wrote questions and 
had an opportunity to ask them throughout 
the visit. The students had some very in-
sightful and interesting questions! For 
example: Did you know the Mayor want-
ed to be Mayor of Parsippany since he 
was 16 years old? Did you know that the 
Mayor has a dog named Prancer? We even 
learned that the Mayor’s favorite sport is 
baseball and that he played football at 
Parsippany Hills High School! He enjoys 
being the Mayor so he can help the people 
of Parsippany. It was a very interesting 
afternoon! We thank the Mayor for com-
ing to Lake Parsippany and spending time 
with our third grade! 
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Fourth grade students have begun working with their STEM 
Pals!  Each week, students are video chatting with seventh grade 
science students from Montville.  They are using the engineering 
and design process to solve problems together.  This month stu-
dents completed a project titled, “Drop, Stop, Don’t Pop!”  They 
designed an amusement park ride that DROPS as fast as possible, 
yet keeps the riders safe. The riders cannot have seat belts, any 
type of cover, or any other type of restraint. The riders must stay 
safely in the carriage when it STOPS at the bottom and not POP 
out. To solve the problem, students read, learned about, and ap-
plied the concepts of gravity and friction.  They discussed their 
results with their seventh grade STEM Pals, who helped them de-
termine what they needed to do to redesign and improve their pro-
totypes.  Students are looking forward to their next challenge! 
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Two years ago a committee was formed - Parent Involvement / Community Outreach (PICO) - to seek out ways to ensure that the parents are 

updated on the unfolding curriculum and suggest ways to support learning at home. This committee was also charged with the task of finding 

ways to utilize resources from homes and the larger community to enrich the curriculum for our students.   

At Back-To-School Night each year, parents are asked to fill out a document highlighting any unique skills or attributes/hobbies or interests that 

they feel would enhance student learning. These sheets are organized and placed in a central location for all teachers to view. The members of the 

PICO Committee also read through the documents to sort them out by general topics or themes.  It is the responsibility of the teachers to then 

contact the parent(s) and set up a time for the lesson to be held.  Some of the parent presentations to date included a visit from: a cardiac nurse, a 

firefighter, an engineer, a restaurant owner, and a parent sharing information about their culture.  

Teachers at Rockaway Meadow School have also found ways to capitalize on the opportunities to enhance instruction through resources found 

close to home, as well as institutions that made themselves available to us from half-way around the world.  Some of the highlights from this year 

include: Kindergarten students … visited by the local librarian and an individual who taught them some simple sign language. Fifth grade stu-

dents … during World Cultures, participated in a Skype session with other students from a school in Colombia.  Fourth and Fifth grade students 

… got to meet a WWII Veteran.  

When asked about these unique and authentic learning experiences, the students had the following to say: 

David (Grade 5)… “The Skype session with students from Colombia was great. Seeing them in their uniforms and hearing about their 

school and way of life was such a memorable experience.” 

Matthew (Grade 5)… Speaking about the visit from the WWII Veteran – “We got to say thanks to a Veteran and learn about a topic 

from a person who was directly involved.” 

Nick (Grade 5) … Speaking about guest speakers in general – “It is so much more interesting to hear about a topic from someone who 

experienced it first-hand.” 

Nicolette (Kindergarten) … “I liked when the parents came in and we did a lot of fun math work with pumpkins.” 

Gabrielle (Kindergarten) … “I liked when we did the coding caterpillar with the librarian and when we learned how to sign the letters 

of the alphabet.” 

As a school, we will continue to find ways to enlist the extra resources from homes and the community to enrich the curriculum for our students.  

ROCKAWAY MEADOW—COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

INTERVALE 4TH GRADE STEM PALS 



 

Junior Achievement, a nonprofit organization that teaches youth about business and economics, and New Jersey Man-
ufacturer’s Insurance Group’s volunteers spent the day at Northvail School. NJM Insurance Group has local offices 
on Littleton Road.  Two volunteers were assigned to each classroom assisted by the classroom teacher.  Northvail 
benefitted by receiving a high-quality program that supports educational standards, at no cost to the school district. 
Each volunteer followed a set curricula but included their own experiences and personality to bring JA’s lessons to 
life. 
 

Reflecting on JA in a Day, one 5th grade 
student wrote, “We learned that different 
materials and ingredients come from all over 
the world like chocolate and cars.” The best 
part of the day for another fifth grade student 
was when she created an invention. Her 
group invented a dog leash “The leash keeps 
track of your dog.”  A third grade student 
learned about sales taxes and its impact on 
purchases. He said, “When you buy things 
you have to add tax. I guess that’s why my 
mom says no for toys.” All classes were en-
gaged in the activities and had a lot of fun 
learning.”   
 
Thank you, Junior Achievement and NJM Insurance Group for this great program.   
 

LAKE HIAWATHA HAPPENINGS 

NORTHVAIL—”JUNIOR ACHIEVEMENT” 
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CENTRAL—Open House—Literacy Center  
 

During   conferences at Central Middle School, The Literacy Center hosted an 
Open House in an effort to inform parents of the role of the Literacy Coaches. 
The Open House was attended by forty parents who were eager to learn more 
about the Literacy Center. A PowerPoint, a detailed brochure, and open-ended 
conversations made for a well-informed and engaging evening for parents.  

Our Kindergarten students presented a very special Thanksgiving Play, Hooray 
for Thanksgiving, for our students and families.  This production has become a 
Lake Hiawatha School tradition.  Feelings of thankfulness and gratitude perme-
ated our halls as the children’s performance put everyone in the holiday spir-
it.  The students also created festive turkey centerpieces with their 5th grade 
buddies which adorned our families’ dinner tables.   

Our Student Council sponsored a Pajama Day to benefit the Leukemia and   
Lymphoma Society.  Lake Hiawatha students and staff members donned their 
PJs to show support for this important cause.  Families, students, and staff mem-
bers raised nearly $1000!  The children thought it was great fun to wear pajamas 
to school and a wonderful way to show our care and generosity for others.     



 

The preschool curriculum utilizes a study-based, learn through play approach 

to encourage hands-on-learning activities for deeper learning experiences. 

Ms. Bruss’ and Mrs. Safarik’s three and four-year-old preschool students 

have spent the month of November studying clothing. They have had a blast 

dressing up each day using different themes. Some of the great activities in-

cluded dressing Banana the Monkey and learning about uniforms. Additional-

ly, our career day taught students about the clothes which people wear to 

work. The students came dressed in clothes for a career they would like to 

pursue. Their parents also volunteered to speak about the clothes they wear 

and tools they use while at work. The children developed fine motor skills by 

exploring zippers, buttons, snaps, and other things found on clothing. They 

have sorted various types of clothes, created a button pattern, and learned 

about different materials. Students even learned how clothing is made. Finally, each child shared clothing 

from their cultures and countries! To commemorate their experience, each student was able to tie dye a T-

shirt! Parent volunteers helped during this process and fun was had by all! 

EASTLAKE PRE-K IS “TIE-DIE” FOR! 

       PARSIPPANY HIGH SCHOOL 
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On November 15, PHS took their annual Fall Service 
Trip to the Community Food Bank of NJ. In total, 70 stu-
dents from Par High (and two Vikings) donated two 
hours of their personal time sorting and boxing food for 
those in need. The Community Food Bank of NJ collects 
and dispenses food to homeless shelters and food banks 
around New Jersey. As a result of the hurricanes down 
south, some of the food the students organized will be 
sent to Texas, Florida and Puerto Rico. Overall, it was a 
rewarding hands-on service opportunity for our students.  

The hustle and bustle of the holiday season was upon us at Mt. Tabor School!  Staff, parents, and students began the 

holiday season by attending a PTA sponsored event held at the Barnes and Noble in Morris Plains.  The theme of 

the event was the beloved classic The Polar Express written by Chris Van Allsburg.  All aboard!  Students wore 

their pajamas and listened as the story was read to them.  They were also served cookies and hot cocoa while par-

ents had an opportunity to shop for some books. It was truly a magical evening 

enjoyed by all. 

Students were also involved in projects aimed to spread  holiday cheer to oth-

ers.  Our fourth graders wrote “Wish” letters as part of the “Believe” cam-

paign.  For each letter received, Macy’s donated one dollar to the Make-A-

Wish Foundation, up to one million dollars to help grant the wishes of children 

with life-threatening medical conditions.  Our students were very excited to be 

part of the project and write letters to help make a child living in our local com-

munity dreams come true! 

MOUNT TABOR 



        PARSIPPANY LIBRARY GUEST READERS 

The Parsippany Library welcomed local educators to celebrate 
Picture Book Month in November.  Guest readers included 
Principal Hershkowitz and Ms. Trogani from Eastlake School, 
Ms. Bakirtzis from Troy-Hills School, Mrs. Lupia-Fugere, Me-
dia Specialist at Troy Hills and Lake Parsippany Schools, 
and Principal Linzenbold from Lake Parsippany School.  Pre-
schoolers and school-age children listened to excellent stories 
including, The Gingerbread Man Loose at the School and Click, 
Clack, Moo, Cows That Type. 

Guest readers at the Lake Hiawatha Branch library included, 
Ms. Doris Wong, Preschool teacher at Lake Hiawatha School, 
Christina Moawad, Media specialist at Lake Hiawatha School, 
and Mrs. Angels Fox, 5th grade teacher at Lake Hiawatha 
School, and principal Angelina Martino-Finnegan. 

Merisa Rosa and Barbara Panian from Knollwood are sched-
uled as guest readers at the  January Pajama Storytime! at the 
Lake Hiawatha branch library. 

For the first time in school history, the Parsippany Hills High School 

Cheerleading Team has qualified for the UCA Nationals (Universal 

Cheerleading Association).  The team qualified by taking 2nd place 

out of 12 other schools at the recent UCA Pocono Regional event 

held at Kutztown University on December 10th. The UCA High 

School Cheerleading Championship is the most recognized and com-

petitive high school competition in the country, and an enormous 

step up for the Par-Hills Cheer Team who are more familiar with 

small local competitions. The team competes in the Small Team Di-

vision, or the Northeast division, also known as the "North-Beast" 

due to it's extremely competitive nature. The girls prepare for rou-

tines that include cheer, dance, and athletic-specific sideline 

cheers. The team will now travel to Orlando, Florida in February for 

the national championship, and will be joined by local teams like 

Randolph and Roxbury.  We wish the Viking Cheerleaders the best 

of luck in their upcoming adventure.   

PHHS CHEERLEADERS QUALIFY FOR NATIONALS!! 

PARSIPPANY ADULT AND COMMUNITY EDUCATION (PACE) 

We are wrapping up the Fall 2017 term of the Adult Education Pro-
gram at PACE.  As we look to the future of the program, we would 
like to expand our team of instructors.  If you have a special skill you 
would like to share, if you can provide adults with professional devel-
opment training, or if you have a unique hobby that your passionate 
about, you might find that working for PACE is the right place for 
you.  We are looking for creative and enthusiastic instructors who 
would like to make a difference in the lives of our community. If you 
are interested, please contact Dawn at dosingerline@pthsd.net.   



        BROOKLAWN BAND AND CHOIR 

In December our Brooklawn Band and Choir showcased a school-wide assembly winter concert for 

students and staff at BMS.  With more than half of our student body involved in these programs, choir 

and band members performed selections from their upcoming concerts at Parsippany Hills High 

School in January.  Their performance was outstanding and provided an opportunity for students to 

experience a wide array of genres, learn about the history of selections and musical terms such as, 

“melody.”  Thank you to Mr. Stella, Mrs. Sack, and Mrs. Schifano for coordinating these efforts and 

providing the opportunity for BMS band and choir members to perform for their peers.  

 

Knollwood is building schoolwide community 
through the creation of a buddy system. Every stu-
dent in the school has been partnered with a buddy 
that is at least two grade levels different in age. 
We started out the year having the buddies partici-
pate in a getting-to-know-you activity where they 
created pumpkin glyphs. These decorated our hall-
ways for the fall. Then, in November buddies par-
ticipated in a “Book Feast,” where younger stu-
dents brought books to share with their older buddies. 
 
Originally we planned to have buddies meet just once a month, but buddy teachers have organized 
meetings of their own. These buddy relationships are branching out to reading buddies, editing bud-
dies for writing pieces, and buddies to help with technology usage. Teachers are realizing that the pos-
sibilities are endless and that these meet-ups provide much more than an extra set of hands. Younger 
students are enjoying the one-to-one attention they receive from their older buddies. Older students are 
taking on a teaching role, and therefore they are motivated to do their best. We are looking forward to 
watching these bonds grow as the year progresses. 

KNOLLWOOD—MY BUDDY AND ME 



Kindergarten registration will be held at your  

local neighborhood elementary school on:  
 

Monday, March 5, 2018 from 6:00 - 8:00 PM and  
Tuesday, March 6, 2018 from 9:30 - 11:30 AM 

(If you don’t know which school is your local elementary school please 
call 973-263-7180 Ext 9 – 7228) 

 

Registration packets may be found on the district website www.pthsd.k12.nj.us, or picked up in the Main Office 
of your neighborhood school beginning Monday, February 5, 2018.  Completed registration papers should be brought with 
the parent at the time of registration. 

 

KINDERGARTEN  ENTRANCE  REQUIREMENTS 

A child whose fifth (5th) birthday falls on or before October 1, 2018 may be admitted to kindergarten in 
September of that year. 

You will need to bring: 

            A copy of your child’s immunizations.  (See below) 

An original birth certificate, or passport, to establish proof of age.  

A lease, a deed, or a current tax bill from your residence.  

  (An Affidavit of Residency from the Superintendent of Schools if the residence    

     where you are living is in someone else’s name.) 

            Two of the following additional documents:  Utility, telephone bill, or bank statement. 
 

Children entering kindergarten must provide evidence of having the following immunizations: (Students who have not met 
all immunization requirements shall not be permitted to attend the first day of school.) 
 

DPT - a minimum of 4 doses of DPT - one dose must have been administered on or after the fourth birthday.  
Polio - a minimum of 3 doses of polio vaccine provided at least one dose is given on or after the fourth birthday.  
Measles - 2 doses given after the first birthday (preferably MMR).  
Rubella - at least one dose (preferably MMR) given on or after the first birthday.  
Mumps - at least one dose (preferably MMR) given on or after the first birthday.  
Hepatitis B - 3 doses prior to entering kindergarten.  
Varicella - 1 dose after first birthday.  
Mantoux - PPD tuberculin – For children born in some Countries outside the USA (Check with School Nurse) 

 

A physical examination, done by your family physician,  

must be presented to your school prior to attendance in September. 

 

If you have any questions please call Karen Timmerman—973-263-7200 ext. 7298 

http://www.pthsd.k12.nj.us/

